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The article discusses some of the most important reasons for the poor growth 
performance of most countries in sub-Saharan Africa. While high protection levels in 
high-income countries in Europe and North America for agricultural trade have been 
cited as a major impediment for the development of African countries, they are 
unlikely to play a major role. Rather, a lack of integration into world markets and the 
relatively poor quality of African institutions are more likely to explain the low growth 
rates.    
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