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This article uses a partial equilibrium approach to measure the impact of trade
liberalisation on the demand elasticity of labour in the apparel industry in Mauritius, a
sector where, in general, those in the work force are poor. The findings reveal that
there is no evidence that trade liberalisation has increased the overall labour demand
elasticity with respect to wages, though it has increased the demand elasticity for
female workers. We further examine the relationship between trade liberalisation
measures and characteristics of poor households and find that the overall results are
mixed and inconclusive, probably due to the high level of data aggregation.
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